
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    
 

‘AFROPOP’ SERIES RETURNS TO PUBLIC TELEVISION IN JANUARY  
 

Season 6 of documentary series on contemporary African Diaspora  
to premiere on the WORLD Channel on Monday, January 13  

NEW YORK (December 3, 2013)—“AfroPoP: The Ultimate Cultural Exchange,” the innovative 
documentary series bringing moving stories of contemporary life across the African Diaspora to public 
television audiences, premieres on Monday, January 13, 2014, at 8 pm ET/10 PT on WORLD Channel. 
From the pickup basketball courts of New York City to the baseball diamonds of Curaçao, from a legal court 
in Sierra Leone to a performing arts stage in India, the sixth season of the series helps us discover how the 
collaborative efforts of individuals can change the hearts, minds and landscapes of communities across the 
world. Produced by the National Black Programming Consortium (NBPC) and co-presented by 
American Public Television (APT), the series, which consists of independent films, runs weekly on 
Mondays through February 10. 

The series kicks off on January 13 with “Doin’ It in the Park: Pick-Up Basketball, NYC”—co-presented 
by Latino Public Broadcasting—the award-winning film about the vibrant subculture of outdoor basketball 
that inspired a worldwide phenomenon. Directors and pickup basketball crusaders Bobbito García and Kevin 
Couliau visited 180 courts throughout New York City interviewing playground legends, NBA athletes and 
everyday players about their love of the game. 

“Upaj: Improvise” follows two dance masters, Indian Kathak guru Pandit Chitresh Das, and African-
American tap star, Jason Samuels Smith, as they join forces for an extraordinary artistic collaboration, “India 
Jazz Suites.” Directed by Hoku Uchiyama, the film is co-presented by the Center for Asian American Media 
and airs on January 20. 

War criminal or peacemaker? That is the question that Rebecca Richman Cohen’s “War Don Don” (“The 
War Is Over”), airing on January 27, takes up in examining the U.N. special court trial of senior rebel leader 
Issa Sesay for his role in the 10-year conflict in Sierra Leone.  

Continuing its special focus on Sierra Leone this year, “AfroPoP” presents “Stories from Lakka Beach” by 
Daan Veldhuizen on February 3. In Lakka, a small beach village in Sierra Leone whose international story 
has been dominated by a rebel war, a colorful mix of villagers tell their own stories of war, love, god, 
tradition and foreigners.  

“Boys of Summer” by Keith Aumont will air on February 10 and will provide a window into the world of 
scrappy, young ballplayers on the tiny Caribbean island of Curaçao who have remarkably made it to the 
Little League World Series in Williamsport, PA seven years in a row. With mounting obstacles, including a 
key injury, can they make it eight? 

“This season viewers will embrace ‘AfroPoP’s’ heartwarming, and, sometimes heartbreaking, accounts of 
life in today’s African Diaspora, stories that will entertain, educate and inspire,” said NBPC and Director of 
Programming Leslie Fields-Cruz, who is also co-executive producer of the series. 

- more -
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“AfroPoP: The Ultimate Cultural Exchange” will air on the WORLD Channel. American Public Television 
will distribute “AfroPoP” to additional public television channels in February 2014.   

To learn more about “AfroPoP,” visit www.blackpublicmedia.org. For more information on when and where 
to watch, including additional air dates for each of the programs, check your local listings or go to 
www.worldchannel.org.  

 
ABOUT THE FILMS 

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2014, 7 PM (ET/PT)  

Doin’ It in the Park; Pick-Up Basketball, NYC 
by Bobbito García and Kevin Couliau  
 
“Doin’ It in the Park: Pick-Up Basketball, NYC,” explores the history, culture and social impact of New 
York’s summer b-ball scene, widely recognized as the worldwide mecca of the sport, where pickup basketball 
is not just a sport but a way of life. There are 700+ outdoor courts, and an estimated 500,000 players, the most 
loyal of which approach the game as a religion, and the playground as their church. “Doin’ It in the Park” 
lovingly uncovers this movement through the voices of playground legends, NBA athletes, and, most 
importantly, the common ballplayer, who all day looks forward to calling “next” (game) at his local 
schoolyard. The film is winner of the Audience Award for Best Feature 2012 Urbanworld Film Festival and 
Best Documentary at 2012 New Jersey International Film Festival. 
 
Native New Yorker Bobbito García is the critically acclaimed author of “Where’d You Get Those? NYC’s Sneaker Culture: 1960-
1987” (Testify Books). The former New York Knicks/MSG Network halftime reporter was the voice of EA Sports’ popular NBA Street 
video game and TV host of ESPN2’s “It’s the Shoes” series. Currently, he is the announcer for ESPNU’s Elite 24 Game and Red Bull 
King of the Rock Championship, as well as producer of his own Full Court 21 NYC Tournament. A self-proclaimed “outdoor b-ball 
activist,” Bobbito has played in 35 countries throughout five continents, and has acted as an ambassador for the sport, giving clinics 
and donating sneakers in many developing areas. 
 
Frenchman Kevin Couliau is the director of “Heart & Soul of New York City,” a short film/music video about a season of New York 
City outdoor basketball, which has accumulated more than a million views online. He is widely recognized as the most prolific outdoor 
basketball photographer of the last decade. His images have appeared in Bounce magazine (U.S.), Fadeaway (U.K.) and Reverse 
magazine (France). As a director of photography, his work has been seen in Canal+ “The New Explorers” documentary series, Jordan 
Brand’s annual “Quai 54” TV/DVD series, the New York Knicks’ Battle of the Boroughs videos and as part of the Nike’s World 
Basketball Festival.                             

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2014, 7 PM (ET/PT) 

Upaj: Improvise 
by Hoku Uchiyama 
 
”Upaj” means “improvise” in the Hindi language and this film explores the birth and journey of “India Jazz 
Suites,” a phenomenal East-meets-West collaboration featuring Indian Kathak master and guru Pandit Chitresh 
Das and tap star Jason Samuels Smith. Das is a 62-year-old artist who exemplifies the elegance and 
mathematical precision of Kathak, classical, storytelling dance of North India. Jason is a 28-year-old African-
American tap dancer hailing from the freestyle, streetwise American tradition of contemporary tap. As the two 
join forces, an unlikely friendship develops that bridges continents, generations, cultures and communities. 
Soon Das’s and Smith’s poignant personal stories unfold—stories wrought with loss, struggle and 
perseverance. As the two artists tell their truths and come to terms with their demons, they show us that our 
struggles are worthwhile, and “Upaj: Improvise” paves the way for hope and redemption. 
 
Winner of a Cannes Young Director Award while a student at the Art Center College of Design (Pasadena, CA), Hoku Uchiyama has 
directed several award-winning films. His short film “Rose” has screened in more than 26 film festivals worldwide, winning awards in 
12. The film was also featured in American Cinematographer magazine; and his work has also screened at the Los Angeles County 
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Museum of Art. In addition to “Upaj: Improvise,” Hoku has also directed commercials and music videos (with co-director Adam Bolt) 
for Starbucks and National Geographic as well as with the bands They Might Be Giants and Evelyn Evelyn. 

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2014, 7 PM (ET/PT) 

War Don Don   
by Rebecca Richman Cohen 
 
In the heart of Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, U.N. soldiers guard a heavily fortified building known as 
the “special court.” Inside, Issa Sesay awaits his trial. Prosecutors say Sesay is a war criminal, guilty of 
heinous crimes against humanity. His defenders say he is a reluctant fighter who protected civilians and played 
a crucial role in bringing peace to Sierra Leone. With unprecedented access to prosecutors, defense attorneys, 
victims and, from behind bars, Sesay himself, War Don Don puts international justice on trial for the world to 
see—finding that in some cases the past is not just painful, but also opaque. 
 
Rebecca Richman Cohen is an Emmy-nominated filmmaker and a lecturer on law at Harvard Law School. Her work has been 
broadcast on public television, HBO, Al Jazeera, and the New York Times website. Between trips to Sierra Leone, she has been adjunct 
faculty at the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), American University’s Human Rights Institute and, most recently, Columbia 
University. In 2010, Rebecca was profiled in Filmmaker Magazine's “25 New Faces of Independent Film” as an “up-and-comer 
poised to shape the next generation of independent film.” She is also a 2012–2013 Soros Justice Fellow.  

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2014, 7 PM (ET/PT) 

Stories from Lakka Beach  
by Daan Veldhuizen 
 
A picturesque village having one of the finest beaches in Africa, Lakka developed into the epicenter of West 
African tourism. Ravaged by civil war, Lakka Beach’s tourist industry came to a standstill. But village life 
continues; and, in “Stories from Lakka Beach,” the voice of the villagers—including a fisherman, a carver, a 
restaurant owner, a local politician and an aspiring rapper—reveal a profound and different side of a war-torn 
community in a now-peaceful Sierra Leone. “Stories from Lakka Beach” won the Best Cinematography award 
from American Cinematographer magazine. 
 
After studying audiovisual arts at the Willem de Kooning Academy in Rotterdam, Daan Veldhuizen has been working as a director, 
director of photography and editor for fiction and documentary films. Through his work he tries to make the unknown familiar and to 
tell stories that give us “new eyes.” His work is not about providing information, but about creating experiences that inspire. Daan is 
currently working on “Banana Pancakes and the Children of Sticky Rice,” a feature-length documentary about two worlds meeting in 
the remote jungle of northern Laos. 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2014, 7 PM (ET/PT) 

Boys of Summer   
by Keith Aumont 
 
Winner of the Latin American Film Festival Audience Award for Best Documentary, “Boys of Summer” is a 
feature documentary film about the Curaçao Little League All-Stars, a team that has competed at the Little 
League World Series for an incredible seven consecutive years. Over the course of one summer the boys face 
injuries and obstacles in an attempt to keep the winning streak alive. From a tiny Caribbean island that was 
once a slave trade center, this is a story of national pride beating all the odds. 
 
Keith Aumont is a Brooklyn-based filmmaker who completed his master’s degree at the graduate film program at Columbia University 
School of the Arts. As president of The Putty Division, Keith produces and directs films, television programs, commercials, videos and 
interstitials for such companies as VICE Media, Nike, DSW, CMT and National Geographic. His short films have won a National 
Board of Review award and Microsoft’s Most Outstanding Digital Short award. “Boys of Summer” is Keith’s first feature film. 
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ABOUT THE PRESENTERS 
  

ABOUT NATIONAL BLACK PROGRAMMING CONSORTIUM 
National Black Programming Consortium, a national, nonprofit media arts organization, is the leading provider 
of black programming on public television and the greatest resource for the training of black media 
professionals within the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS). Black Public Media develops, produces and funds 
television and online programming about the black experience. Since its founding in 1979, it has provided 
hundreds of broadcast hours documenting African American history, culture and experience to public 
television. For more on NBPC and its initiatives, visit http://blackpublicmedia.org.   
 
ABOUT WORLD CHANNEL 
The WORLD Channel is a 24/7 public television channel dedicated to delivering the best of public television's 
nonfiction, news and documentary programming, and a growing schedule of original content from independent 
producers. The complementary website www.WORLDchannel.org, expands on broadcast topics and fuels 
content across social media, providing opportunities for broad and diverse audience interaction. WORLD 
is produced and distributed by WGBH Boston, WNET New York Public Media, and American Public 
Television (APT) in association with the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) and the National Educational 
Telecommunications Association (NETA). The WORLD channel is available in markets representing more 
than 57% of US TV households, and 15 of the top 25 markets, including New York, Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, Dallas, Boston and Atlanta. Funding for WORLD is provided by the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting (CPB) and The Ford Foundation.   
  
ABOUT AMERICAN PUBLIC TELEVISION 
American Public Television (APT) has been a leading distributor of high-quality, top-rated programming to 
the nation’s public television stations since 1961. APT also has distributed about half of the top 100 highest-
rated public television titles for nearly 10 years. Among its 300 new program titles per year, APT programs 
include prominent documentaries, news and current affairs programs, dramas, how-to programs, children’s 
series and classic movies. “America’s Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated,” “Rick Steves’ Europe,” “Doc 
Martin,” “Nightly Business Report,” “Moyers & Company,” “NHK Newsline,” “Lidia’s Italy in America,” 
“Globe Trekker,” “Simply Ming,” “BBC World News” and “P. Allen Smith’s Garden Home” join numerous 
documentaries and performance programs popular with public television viewers. APT licenses programs 
internationally through its APT Worldwide service. Now in its seventh year, Create® TV—featuring the best 
of public television's lifestyle programming—is distributed by APT. APT is also a partner in WORLD, public 
television’s premier news, science and documentary channel. To find out more about APT’s programs and 
services, visit APTonline.org.  
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For interview and media inquiries, contact: 

Cheryl Duncan       
Cheryl Duncan & Company Inc. 
201-552-9239 
cheryl@cherylduncanpr.com  

 


